CRIMINAL   TENDENCIES   IN   NORMAL   CHILDREN

He could not be found for some time: he had locked himself up
with his dead mother in the room.

It may be objected that in childhood the tendencies are not yet
clearly defined, so that we may often be unable to recognize
when a child is on the way to becoming a criminal. This is
undoubtedly true, but precisely this statement leads me to my
concluding remarks. It is undoubtedly not easy to know to what
results the tendencies of a child will lead, whether to the normal,
the neurotic, the psychotic, the pervert, or the criminal. But
precisely because we do not know we must seek to know. Psycho-
analysis gives us this means. And it does more; it can not only
ascertain the future development of the child, but it can also
change it, and direct it into better channels.
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